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Dear Families,                       

[image: image6.wmf]I would like to take the time to thank you for being a part of our school.  It is truly wonderful to see parents involved in their children’s learning.  Your involvement is a very important part of their development.  Please continue to participate in our 

family/child activities; you are always welcome to join us!
                                                            Brenda Moore 


TEACHER OF THE YEAR
We would like to congratulate Mrs. Lynn Dumala as our TEACHER OF THE YEAR
For Alexander Macomb Early Learning Center, 2010-2011



Building Happenings
                                                                       
Feb. 17–22... Mid-Winter Recess                                         

Feb. 23……..Savory Sweets order forms & money due                                                                                                                                                                                           
Feb. 28….….Dental Hygienist (guest speaker) visits AMELC            
School Supplies                  
Dear Parents,

If you are in need of school supplies for home, please contact Dawn Wright (461-3716) or Vera Bartold (461-3711).  We have scissors, glue, pencils and crayons available thanks to donations from "Operation Kid Equip.”
                                             Vera Bartold and Dawn Wright


For Black History, we spend a great deal of time focusing on people and their accomplishments.  We highlight how people have contributed to others and improved the lives of others.  I wait until the end of the unit for the children to try and identify that all of the people we have studied are famous Black Americans, but usually they don't realize it and I have to explain the focus of this unit to them.  I think this is refreshing and I love teaching this unit for this very reason, because the children respond to Black History just like they respond to all the other units: without bias, with open eyes and open hearts, and with amazement.  Teaching Black History to young children is the perfect scenario because this is how history should be taught, with everyone and everything included together.

                                                  Mrs. Noon
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Bulletin Board by: Mrs. Miyamoto & Mrs. Dumala Student’s
Students discussed Dr. King and his contributions to make our world a better place and how he wanted everyone to “be kind and use kind words.”  Students displayed their cutting and coloring skills by making their own Dr. King figure.

                                      Mrs. Labadie 
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We started off Black History month by doing a three-day project with Mrs. Dumala's Class on Martin Luther King.  The kids made their own Martin's and we watched the movie My Friend Martin.
Some other people we will be studying are:  Bill Cosby, Jesse Owens, George Washington Carver, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr., Arthur Ash, Garrett Morgan, and the theme of diversity.

                             Mrs. Miyamoto
My students can tell you that it was an African American who invented the Traffic Light.  Ask them who.  The students made an edible traffic light out of Graham crackers, cream cheese, yellow, green and red M&M’s.  Yum, yum, yum. The children had fun playing red-light-green-light with other classrooms during gym time as well.  My students can also tell you the crucial role that Rosa Parks played in African Americans freedom of choice. The dramatic play center is now Lyda Newman and Sarah Walkers beauty salon. The students will be sharpening their math skills by using play money to pay for shampoos and styles. 
                                         Mrs. Dumala




Calendar time has a new twist, students will learn about a different famous African American daily.  Also, how about asking your child to sing a “hip-hop” version of a nursery rhyme:

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall

All kings horses, all the kings’ men,

Couldn’t put Humpty together again

Hip-Hop Humpty, Hip-Hop Humpty, 

Hip-Hop Humpty.             

By Jack Hartman

                                      Mrs. Langworthy
Our class will get to know four famous African Americans. George Washington Carver is always a fun lesson for the children to learn about how he invented peanut butter and they love to sing the Peanut Butter Song.
                                 Mrs. Schultz

For Black History Month we will be discussing various important African Americans in history. The first week we
will be discussing people in politics and science. The second week we will be discussing various inventors (of things the kids would know) and the final week we are covering important African American athletes.

     Ms. Dumas

Students will share many facts about African American inventors. Our dramatic play area will be transformed into a salon and have beauty supplies to change and create new hair styles on the dolls. This is because they were excited to learn that the hair brush was invented by an African American, Lyda Newman, and the pressing comb was invented by Sarah “Madame CJ” Walker. Students will also be making their own kazoos as an art project, a musical instrument, another invention created by an African American.
                                          Mrs. Coates

In Li’l Sprouts, each day we will focus on different famous African Americans who have made significant contributions to our country. Students had lots of fun making a figure of Dr. King and their own hanging traffic light. All of the activities for Black History month will be placed in a folder to compose a book of famous African Americans.

                               Mrs. Calhoun

More facts…………………………………………

Dr. Raymond Gist, recently elected President of the American Dental Association.

Garrett A. Morgan, inventor of the traffic light and received a patent in 1914 for his invention of the gas mask which was used by soldiers in World War I.

Shirley Chisholm, the first African American woman elected to the U.S. Congress, she also ran for the Democratic Party’s presidential nomination in 1972.
Booker T. Washington, founded Tuskegee Institute in 1881. 

William Edward Du Bois, the first African American PhD graduate from Harvard University.

Hank Aaron, accomplished an all-time career record of 714 baseball home runs, April 8, 1974.

Bill Russell, the first African American coach of a major professional sports team, April 18, 1966.

Bessie Coleman, the first U.S. woman to earn an international pilot’s license, June 1921.

Carter G. Woodson, earned a PhD from Harvard University, 1912.  In 1926, he founded Negro History week, which evolved into Black History Month or to some as African American History Month.

Sarah Boone, in 1892 patented a curved ironing board, designed to make it easier to press fitted clothes.
Facts cited from African American Heritage Perpetual Calendar
“Calling All Dads!”


  Share the joy of reading with your child!  March is Reading Month.  We are inviting all dads to come in to AMELC and read to our students during the month of March.  (Please see attached sign-up sheet.








AMELC Classrooms are Focusing on Famous African Americans





Let’s Celebrate Black History Month!
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