Astronomy I
Course Syllabus

Text Book: Astronomy Today 3rd Edition
General Overview:  Students will examine the history of astronomy and the components that make up our solar system through classroom instruction, demonstration, and use of the planetarium.

1st Quarter

· Chapter 1 – Charting the Heavens: The Foundations of Astronomy

· Chapter 2 – The Copernican Revolution: The Birth of Modern Science

· Chapter 3- Radiation: Information from the Cosmos 

· Chapter 4 – Spectroscopy: The Inner Workings of Atoms (sections 1 and 4 only)

· Chapter 5 – Telescopes: The Tools of Astronomy (sections 1,3, and 4 only)

· Chapter 6 – The Solar System: An Introduction to Comparative Planetology
· Chapter 7 – Earth: Our Home in Space

2nd Quarter

· Chapter 8 - The Moon and Mercury: Scorched and Battered Worlds
· Chapter 9 – Venus: Earth’s Sister Planet

· Chapter 10 – Mars: A Near Miss for Life?

· Chapter 11 – Jupiter: Giant of the Solar System

· Chapter 12 – Saturn: Spectacular Rings and Mysterious Moons

· Chapter 13 – Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto

· Chapter 14 – Solar System Debris 

· Chapter 15 – The Formation of the Solar System

