Mount Clemens International Baccalaureate

Middle Years Program

Course Outline
Drama Grades 9-10
PLEASE NOTE: The Drama teacher was just recently hired and is in the process of developing his course.  The course outline will be completed during second semester, 2009.

Per Mr. Nameth:  “My primary objectives for the class are making sure that the students have an understanding of the basic fundamentals of theatre.  That is training the voice and body, improvisation, basic theatre vocabulary, characterization, stage direction, writing and rehearsing a monologue, theatre history, and learning the ability to perform comfortably in front of peers and receive constructive criticism.”
I.  Course Outline
II. Aims & Objectives
A. Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of MYP arts are for students to:

• understand how the arts play a role in developing and expressing personal and cultural identities

• appreciate how the arts innovate and communicate across time and culture

• become informed and reflective practitioners of the arts

• experience the process of making art in a variety of situations

• explore, express and communicate ideas

• become more effective learners, inquirers and thinkers

• develop self‑confidence and self‑awareness through art experiences

• appreciate lifelong learning in and enjoyment of the arts.
B.  Objectives and State Standards  
	IB Objectives


	Correlation to State Standards

	A Knowledge and understanding

This objective focuses on building knowledge and understanding of both the art form and artistic processes.

It should inform the student’s practice as a young artist and allow him or her to appraise other artworks.

The learning a student experiences will impact on his or her own art‑making and expression of personal

interpretations in objective B.

At the end of the course, students should be able to:

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the art form studied in relation to societal, cultural,

historical and personal contexts

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the elements of the art form studied, including

specialized language, concepts and processes

• communicate a critical understanding of the art form studied in the context of their own artwork.
	

	B Application

This objective focuses on the practical application of the student’s skills to the creation of artwork. This

should be strongly informed by knowledge and understanding developed in relation to objective A.

The student should investigate and experiment with his or her artistic processes through the planning,

creation, performance and presentation of artwork, developing an initial idea or theme to a point of

realization.

These processes should allow the student to develop and experiment with skills and techniques, as well as

explore, express and communicate artistic intentions. These intentions should involve the investigation of

alternative ways of using their knowledge, understanding and skills, and may evolve during the course of

the student’s work.
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At the end of the course, students should be able to:

• develop an idea, theme or personal interpretation to a point of realization, expressing and

communicating their artistic intentions

• apply skills, techniques and processes to create, perform and/or present art.
	

	C Reflection and evaluation

This objective focuses on the way that a student gradually comes to feel and think like an artist.

Ongoing reflection should be more than just a record of what was done. Reflecting critically requires the

student to question and justify the choices that he or she has made and to develop an objective evaluation of

his or her own work. The student should show a growing insight into his or her own artistic development.

The student is encouraged to seek feedback from others and to consider how this feedback might inform

his or her work as it develops. Constructive feedback can help a student to confirm, clarify or modify his or

her artistic process or intent.

Objective C is concerned solely with the student’s reflections and evaluations in relation to his or her own

work. Appraisal of the work of others is addressed in objective A, although this may lead a student to reflect

on his or her own work subsequently.

At the end of the course, students should be able to:

• reflect critically on their own artistic development and processes at different stages of their work

• evaluate their work

• use feedback to inform their own artistic development and processes.
	

	D Personal engagement

The main focus of this objective is the development of the attitudes essential to engage with the artistic

processes and the art form studied.

The student should develop the personal and interpersonal skills that will enable him or her to initiate, to

explore, to negotiate with others and to take informed risks during his or her artistic experience.

The student should develop his or her ability to interact with other students in a supportive and sensitive

way.

It is also anticipated that students will become increasingly mindful of their own and other cultures and use

their experiences to advance their artistic development.

At the end of the course, students should be able to:

• show commitment in using their own artistic processes

• demonstrate curiosity, self‑motivation, initiative and a willingness to take informed risks

• support, encourage and work with their peers in a positive way

• be receptive to art practices and artworks from various cultures, including their own.
	

	
	

	
	


III.  Major Units of Study
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IV.  Texts and Resources

State the materials that will be used for teaching and learning in your course.  Include a listing of materials and equipment such as books, newspapers, magazines, computer hardware and software, audio-visual, etc.)
V.  Methodology

How you teach and students learn.  (brain based learning, blooms taxonomy, differentiated learning, cooperative learning, learning styles, etc.)
VI.  Methods of Assessment

A.  Formative Assessment:

Ongoing assessment aimed at providing information to guide teaching and improve student performance.  Examples:  teacher-student conferencing, checklists, rubrics, daily journals, homework, daily assignments, quizzes.
B.  Summative Assessment:

The culminating assessment for a unit, term or course of study designed to provide information on the student’ achievement against specific objectives.  Examples:  end of chapter test, unit test, standardized test, MEAP.
C.  MYP Assessment:
See Subject specific guide and input information explaining which assessments you use within your IB Units including interdisciplinary units.  See Assessment portion of Subject Guide.


1.  Prescribed minimum

The following assessment criteria have been established by the IB for arts in the MYP. All final assessment

in the final year of the MYP must be based on these assessment criteria even if schools are not registering

students for IB‑validated grades and certification.

Criterion A Knowledge and understanding Maximum 8

Criterion B Application Maximum 10

Criterion C Reflection and evaluation Maximum 8

Criterion D Personal engagement Maximum 8

For each assessment criterion, a number of band descriptors are defined. These describe a range of

achievement levels with the lowest represented as 0.

The descriptors concentrate on positive achievement, although failure to achieve may be included in the

description for the lower levels.
Prescribed minimum information

There must be two judgments only for each arts criterion (A, B, C, D) entered on the moderation coversheet

contained in each student folder.

1. Evidence must be submitted from a unit of work that has been assessed using all four criteria.

The appropriate outcomes for each criterion must be included in the moderation sample.

• Criterion A: Evidence of work in which the student places his or her own work in the broader

context of the art form studied. (See examples of forms of task in the notes for criterion A.)

• Criterion B: Evidence of work that has reached a point of realization and process work that has

contributed to this work, assessed as a whole. (See examples of evidence in “Notes” below.)

• Criterion C: Student reflection and personal evaluations that relate to his or her artistic

processes and development at different stages of his or her work.

• Criterion D: Comments by the teacher, and student if desired, relating to personal engagement,

based on this unit of work.

These pieces of evidence of a student’s process and finished work should be grouped together in

each student’s moderation folder.

2. A second judgment for each criterion must be provided. This can be from a second unit of

work as above, or from discrete tasks. These might be tasks that were not part of a unit of

work but were required for the student’s artistic development and were assessed using the

assessment criteria.

The developmental workbook will contain evidence to support the above and teachers should

help students to select the appropriate sections according to the work that is submitted.

2.  MYP Assessment incorporated in individual IB Units

VII.  Internationalism
A brief description of how internationalism will be an integral part of this course.
