Mount Clemens International Baccalaureate

Middle Years Program

Course Outline
Language A 9
Disposition: Interrelationships and Self
I.  Course Description

Language A, 9th grade at Mount Clemens High School includes language, literature, and a balance of content knowledge and skills in English language arts. Students will read a variety of genre including poetry, novel, short story, drama, non-fiction, and authors from a range of time periods and American, British, and world authors. 

One of the ultimate goals of English 9 is for freshmen to acquire transferable knowledge. To accomplish this, learning needs to result in a deep understanding of content and mastery level of skills. Coherent, rigorous instructional units of study have been planned with the end in mind. All English 9 units include: appropriate content expectations; a focus on big ideas that have great transfer value; focus and essential questions that stimulate inquiry; purposeful real-world applications; relevant and worthy learning experiences; varied flexible instruction for diverse learners; and research-based instructional strategies.
Instruction that is clearly relevant to today’s rapidly changing world is at the forefront of unit design. Content knowledge cannot by itself lead all students to academic achievement. Classes and projects that spark student interest and provide a rationale for why the content is worthwhile enable students to make connections between what they read and learn in school, their lives, and their futures. Because of this, all MYP units will be focused through the Areas of Interaction, thus giving “real life” connections to the content for relevance.  The engaging curriculum is effective because it provides opportunities for exploration and exposure to new ideas. Real-world learning experiences provide students with opportunities to transfer and apply knowledge in new, diverse situations.
The MYP Fundamental Concept of holistic learning will be encountered in interdisciplinary IB units of study. Students will experience intercultural awareness via the infusion of internationalism in all classes, and communication will of course be central to English 9 with the study of literature and an emphasis on reading. speaking, thinking and writing. 

English 9 at Mount Clemens High School enables students to develop the attribute of the International Baccalaureate’s Learner Profile. Students will have the opportunity to develop their natural curiosity through inquiry and research.  Students will become thinkers as they examine literature critically to recognize universal themes. Students will become effective communicators able to understand and express ideas correctly, confidently and creatively. Through our study of literature, students will remain open minded as they encounter, understand and appreciate other cultures and perspectives and reflective as they give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience.
II. Language A Aims and Objectives

A. Aims 
The aims of any MYP subject state in a general way what the teacher may expect to teach or do, and what the student may expect to experience or learn. In addition, they suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience.

· The aims of the teaching and study of MYP language A are to encourage and enable students to:

· use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-• expression and social

· interaction
· develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety

· of contexts

· develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary and non-literary

· works

· engage in literature from a variety of cultures and representing different historical periods

· explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and non-literary

· works

· engage with information and communication technology in order to explore language

· develop a lifelong interest in reading widely

· apply language A skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts.
B. Objectives

The objectives of any MYP subject state the specific targets that are set for learning in the subject. They define what the student will be able to do, or do better, as a result of studying the subject. The objectives of MYP language A deal with language and literature. The various language skills—listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting—are all covered by these objectives. These objectives relate directly to the assessment criteria found in the “Language A assessment criteria” section.
	IB Objectives
	Correlation to MI ELA High School Content Expectations (HSCEs)

	A. Content (receptive and productive)

At the end of the course, students should be able to:

· understand and analyze the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts

· understand and apply language A terminology in context

· analyze the effects of the author’s choices on an audience

· compose pieces that apply appropriate literary and/or non-literary features to serve the context and intention

· compare and contrast works, and connect themes across and within genres

· express an informed and independent response to literary and non-literary texts.


	A. High School ELA Content Expectations corresponding to Content (receptive and productive)
STANDARD 1.2 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression for personal understanding and growth. 
CE 1.2.1 Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex ideas. 

CE 1.2.2 Write, speak, and visually represent to develop self-awareness and insight .

CE 1.2.3 Write, speak, and create artistic representations to express personal experience and perspective. 

CE 1.2.4 Assess strengths, weaknesses, and development as a writer by examining a collection of own writing. 

STANDARD 1.3 Communicate in speech, writing, and multimedia using content, form, voice, and style appropriate to the audience and purpose. 
CE 1.3.1 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres: pieces that serve a variety of purposes and that use a variety of organizational .
CE 1.3.2 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion. 

CE 1.3.3 Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, flexible, and creative use of language. 

CE 1.3.4 Develop and extend a thesis, argument, or exploration of a topic by analyzing differing perspectives and employing a structure that effectively conveys the ideas in writing. 

CE 1.3.5 From the outset, identify and assess audience expectations and needs; consider the rhetorical effects of style, form, and content based on that assessment; and adapt communication strategies appropriately and effectively. 

CE 1.3.6 Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences.
CE 1.3.7 Participate collaboratively and productively in groups—fulfilling roles and responsibilities, posing relevant questions, giving and following instructions, acknowledging and building on ideas and contributions of others to answer questions or to solve problems, and offering dissent courteously. 

CE 1.3.8 Evaluate own and others’ effectiveness in group discussions and formal presentations. 

CE 1.3.9 Use the formal, stylistic, content, and mechanical conventions of a variety of genres in speaking, writing, and multimedia presentations.

STANDARD 1.4 Develop and use the tools and practices of inquiry and research—generating, exploring, and refining important questions; creating a hypothesis or thesis; gathering and studying evidence; drawing conclusions; and composing a report. 
CE 1.4.1 Identify, explore, and refine topics and questions appropriate for research. 

CE 1.4.2 Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary (print and electronic) resources. 

CE 1.4.3 Develop and refine a position, claim, thesis, or hypothesis that will be explored and supported by analyzing different perspectives, resolving inconsistencies, and writing about those differences in a structure appropriate for the audience. 

CE 1.4.4 Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various print sources and media to draw conclusions and implications. 

CE 1.4.5 Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and use transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas. 

CE 1.4.6 Use appropriate conventions of textual citation in different contexts .. 

CE 1.4.7 Recognize the role of research, including student research, as a contribution to collective knowledge, selecting an appropriate method or genre through which research findings will be shared and evaluated, keeping in mind the needs of the prospective audience.
STANDARD 1.5 Produce a variety of written, spoken, multigenre, and multimedia works, making conscious choices about language, form, style, and/or visual representation for each work. 
CE 1.5.1 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and critical messages. 

CE 1.5.2 Prepare spoken and multimedia presentations that effectively address audiences by careful use of voice, pacing, gestures, eye contact, visual aids, audio and video technology. 

CE 1.5.3 Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations.
CE 1.5.4 Use technology tools to produce polished written and multimedia work. 

CE 1.5.5 Respond to and use feedback to strengthen written and multimedia presentations.
STANDARD 2.1 Develop critical reading, listening, and viewing strategies. 
CE 2.1.1 Use a variety of pre-reading and previewing strategies to make conscious choices about how to approach the reading based on purpose, genre, level of difficulty, text demands and features. 

CE 2.1.2 Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on informational print and multimedia and explain how authors and speakers use them to infer the organization of text and enhance understanding, convey meaning, and inspire or mislead audiences. 

CE 2.1.3 Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as print and electronic dictionaries. 

CE 2.1.4 Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of a text or speech and the ways in which these elements support or confound meaning or purpose. 

CE 2.1.5 Analyze and evaluate the components of multiple organizational patterns. 

CE 2.1.6 Recognize the defining characteristics of informational texts, speeches, and multimedia presentations and elements of expository texts; critically examine the argumentation and conclusions of multiple informational texts. 

CE 2.1.7 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; distinguish between a summary and a critique. 

CE 2.1.8 Recognize the conventions of visual and multimedia presentations and how they carry or influence messages. 

CE 2.1.9 Examine the intersections and distinctions between visual and verbal communication. 

CE 2.1.10 Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia works to identify and respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, logical organization, fact and opinion, and propaganda. 

CE 2.1.11 Demonstrate appropriate social skills of audience, group discussion, or work team behavior by listening attentively and with civility to the ideas of others, gaining the floor in respectful ways, posing appropriate questions, and tolerating ambiguity and lack of consensus. 

CE 2.1.12 Use a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension.
STANDARD 2.2 Use a variety of reading, listening, and viewing strategies to construct meaning beyond the literal level. 
CE 2.2.1 Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which authors convey ideas and readers make meaning.
CE 2.2.2 Examine the ways in which prior knowledge and personal experience affect the understanding of written, spoken, or multimedia text. 
CE 2.2.3 Interpret the meaning of written, spoken, and visual texts by drawing on different cultural, theoretical, and critical perspectives.

STANDARD 2.3 Develop as a reader, listener, and viewer for personal, social, and political purposes, through independent and collaborative reading. 
CE 2.3.1 Read, listen to, and view diverse texts for multiple purposes such as learning complex procedures, making work-place decisions, or pursuing in-depth studies. 

CE 2.3.2 Read, view, and/or listen independently to a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and multimedia genres based on student interest and curiosity. 
CE 2.3.3 Critically read and interpret instructions for a variety of tasks.
CE 2.3.4 Critically interpret primary and secondary research-related documents. 
CE 2.3.5 Engage in self-assessment as a reader, listener, and viewer, while monitoring comprehension and using a variety of strategies to overcome difficulties when constructing and conveying meaning. 

CE 2.3.6 Reflect on personal understanding of reading, listening, and viewing; set personal learning goals; and take responsibility for personal growth. 

CE 2.3.7 Participate as an active member of a reading, listening, and viewing community, collaboratively selecting materials to read or events to view and enjoy. 

CE 2.3.8 Develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria to evaluate own and others’ oral, written, and visual texts.

	B Organization

At the end of the course, students should be able to:

· create work that employs organizational structures and language-specific conventions throughout a variety of text types

· organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner

· employ appropriate critical apparatus.


	B.  HSCEs corresponding to Organization
STANDARD 1.1 Understand and practice writing as a recursive process. 
CE 1.1.1 Demonstrate flexibility in using independent and collaborative strategies for planning, drafting, revising, and editing complex texts. 

CE 1.1.2 Know and use a variety of prewriting strategies to generate, focus, and organize. 

CE 1.1.3 Select and use language that is appropriate for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual representation.
CE 1.1.4 Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities of the selected form or genre. 



	C.  Style and language mechanics

· At the end of the course, students should be able to:

· use language to narrate, describe, analyze, explain, argue, persuade, inform, entertain and express feelings

· use language accurately

· use appropriate and varied register, vocabulary and idiom

· use correct grammar and syntax

· use appropriate and varied sentence structure

· use correct spelling (alphabetic languages) or writing (character languages).
	C.  HSCEs corresponding to Style Language and Mechanics
CE 1.1.5 Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential readers’ questions. 

CE 1.1.6 Reorganize sentence elements as needed and choose grammatical and stylistic options that provide sentence variety, fluency, and flow. 

CE 1.1.7 Edit for style, tone, and word choice and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are appropriate for audience. 

CE 1.1.8 Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a public audience.




III.  

A.  Major Units of Study

A. Role of the Areas of Interaction in General Science

	Instructional 
Block Taught


	Subject Content 
Taught and 

Areas of Interaction

Connections
	Subject Skills
Taught and

Learner Profile Attributes

Addressed
	MYP

Prescribed 

Assessment(s)

And Teacher

Assessment(s)

	First Marking Period

	Epic Poetry: 

The Odyssey Interdisciplinary Unit

Area of Interaction: Health and Social Education/
Approaches to Learning
	Skills Taught: Oral, visual and written communication
Learner Profile Attributes: Inquirer, Thinker, Communicator

Open-minded,

Reflective, Knowledgeable
	Essay: 

   Persuasive Essay
Creative Writing: 

   Short story

   Photo Essay

	Second Marking Period

	Short Story and Poetry Unit:
Area of Interaction: 
Approaches to Learning/Community and Service


	Skills Taught: Oral, visual and written communication
Learner Profile Attributes: Inquirer, Thinker, Communicator

Open-minded,

Reflective, Knowledgeable
	Response to literature:

Multi-media presentation



	Third Marking Period

	Novel Unit
To Kill a Mockingbird

Area of Interaction: Community and Service/
Approaches to Learning


	Skills Taught: Oral, visual and written communication
Learner Profile Attributes: Inquirer, Thinker, Communicator

Open-minded,

Reflective, Knowledgeable
	Essay: 

   Persuasive Essay



	Fourth Marking Period
	Drama Unit

Romeo and Juliet

Area of Interaction: Community and Service/ Approaches to Learning

	Skills Taught: Oral, visual and written communication
Learner Profile Attributes: Inquirer, Thinker, Communicator

Open-minded,

Reflective, Knowledgeable
	Response to literature:

Literary analysis

 


III. Texts and Resources
THE ODYSSEY

The Odyssey: (S)

TEACHER NOTE: This text is available in both poetry and prose. The internet sources listed below are great resources.

(Johnson, Ian. "Homer: The Odyssey." Johnstonia. 23 March 2006. 27 Sep 2006 http://www.mala.bc.ca/~johnstoi/homer/odysseytofc.htm) (Poetry Version)

Butler, Samuel. "The Internet Classics Archive ." The Odyssey. 2000. 27 Sep 2006 http://classics.mit.edu/ Homer/odyssey.1.i.html. (Prose version)

Book I A Goddess Intervenes

Book IX New Coasts & Poseidon’s Son

Book XII Sea Perils & Defeat

Book XVI Father & Son

Book XXI The Test of the Bow

Book XXII Death in The Great Hall

Book XXIII The Trunk of the Olive Tree

Book XXIV Warriors, Farewell

Only Daughter – Sandra Cisnernos (T/A)

The Displaced: Which Way is Home? By Unmesh Kher, Daniel Eiseberg, Amanda Ripley, Mike Billips, Wendy Grassman, Maggie Sieger, Kathie Klarreich, Pass Christian & Jeff Chu –

Time Magazine Article – August 2005 (S/A)

The Hero With a Thousand Faces by Joseph Campbell (reference T)

Vietnam – From a Distance (S/A)

The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien( O'Brien, Tim. The Things They Carried. New York: First Broadway Books, 1998. ISBN: 0767902890) Chapters: Things They Carry – Chapter 1and On The Rainy River – Chapter 4. (S)

Homeless Bound by Julie Rawe, Jeffrey Ressner, and Amanda Bower Time Magazine January 10, 2005 (S/A)

One For The Team by Richard Lacayo Time Magazine May 3, 2004 (S/A)

Poems

Lineage by Margaret Walker (A)

My Mother Combs My Hair by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni (A)

Songs

Dance With My Father by Luther Vandros (A)

Father & Son by Cat Stevens (A)

8th of November by Big and Rich (A)

Calypso by Suzanne Vega (A)

Home -Michael Buble (A)

Movies

The Odyssey (1997) Andrei Konchalovsky – Director Artisan / Hallmark release (UPC: 707729120391). Full Frame Presentation (1.33:1). Includes "Making Of" Documentary. Closed

Captioned. With chapter insert. Rated PG-13, Approx. 203 minutes. (T)

The Lord of the Rings –Return of the King (2003) Peter Jackson – Director (T, optional)

Websites

http://www.janaedwards.com/odysseyquest.html (T) (S)

http://www.mala.bc.ca/~johnstoi/homer/odyssey.htm

http://www.bigandrich.com/

http://www.bbhq.com/vietnam.htm

http://hotzone.yahoo.com/b/hotzone/blogs2962

http://fayette.k12.in.us/~cbeard/calliope/vocabindex.html.
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
· To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee, 1960, Harper & Row. (Realistic Fiction, Novel) (S)


To Kill a Mockingbird, Gregory Peck, 1962, Universal (Movie, 2:10) (T)


To Kill a Mockingbird from Three Screenplays by Horton Foote, 1989, Grove Press (T)


Mockingbird, Charles Shields, 2006, Henry Holt and Company. (Biography) (T)


“Jocks and Prejudice,” Nicholas D. Kristof, N.Y. Times, 6-11-06, (Editorial, A) //select.nytimes.com/2006/06/11/opinion/kristof.html?th=&emc=th&pagewanted


“At Duke, a Scandal In Search of Meaning,” Anne Applebaum, The Washington Post, 4-26-06, www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/25 (Editorial, A)


“Tough Questions in Durham,” Eugene Robinson, The Washington Post, 4-25-06, www.washingtonpost.com (Editorial) (A)


“Keeping the Duke Scandal in Context,” letters to the editor, 5-2-06, www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/01 (A)


“Duke Men’s Lacrosse Team Is Reinstated, and Warned,” Viv Bernstein and Juliet Macur, The New York Times, 6-6-06, www.nytimes.com (News Article) (A)


Scottsboro: An American Tragedy, Barak Goodman, 2001, WBGH Educational Foundation, Movie, 1:30) (T)


Freedom’s Children, Ellen Levine, 2000, Penquin. (T, optional)


“A Christmas Memory” Truman Capote (T, A)


Poetry: “Freedom,” Langston Hughes; “The Hidden Songs of a Secret Soul,” Bob Greene (T, optional)


“The Death of Emmett Till,” Bob Dylan-song lyrics (T, A)


articles related to Brown vs. Board of Education (T, optional)


Freedom Summer, Deborah Wiles, 2001, Aladdin (Realistic Fiction) (T, optional)


Mississippi Trial, 1955, Chris Crowe, 2002, (Realistic Fiction, Novel) (S)


Getting Away With Murder, Chris Crowe, 2003, (Picture Essay, Informational) (S, 8 copies for Jigsaw activity)


Internet links to resources: http://english.byu.edu/novelinks (T, A)

ROMEO AND JULIET
The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare (S)

*Other resources for teachers/students for this unit include:

http://www.sfn.org/SiteObjects/published/0000BDF20016F63800FD712C30FA42DD/0000BDF

200000625010FF3BAE4F42E72/file/BrainBriefing_January2007.pdf

http://www.sfn.org/skins/main/pdf/BrainBriefings/BrainBriefings_Oct2002.pdf

http://www.sciencefriday.com/kids/sfkc20040521-1.html#summary

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/science/july-dec04/brain_10-13.html#

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/teenbrain/view/#here

http://www.tsrocks.com/w/will_smith_texts/parents_just_dont_understand.html

http://www.argo217.k12.il.us/departs/english/blettiere/romeojuliet.htm#act_04

*Supplemental Resources for Romeo and Juliet :

Media: Opening scene from Romeo and Juliet (Leonardo di Caprio version)

Music Lyrics: Parents Just Don’t Understand by Will Smith

SHORT STORY

 “The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell – A or http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/danger.html

“The Gift of the Magi” by O’Henry – A or http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/magi.html

“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/necklace.html

“Pirates of the Mediterranean,” Robert Harris, NY Times, 9/30/06, S, A

“Folly’s Antidote,” Arthur M. Schlesinger, NYTimes, 1/1/07, S, A

“For 2008: An American Themistocles,” David Brooks, NYTimes, 3/25/07, S, A

A Whole New Mind, Daniel Pink, 2006, Riverhead Books: New York, T (optional)

Short Story Resources:

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson401/ReadersGuidetoPlot.pdf

http://www.ket.org/education/guides/pd/teachingtheshortstory.pdf

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/literature/

www.learner.org/exhibits/literature

National Public Radio StoryCorps http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4516989
T = One copy needed for teacher read aloud

S = Provide a copy for each student

A= In unit Appendix
V.  Methodology

Students will be instructed using a variety of strategies in order to reach learners of all styles.  Lectures, small group, cooperative group, and individual activities occur on a daily basis.  Students will also have the opportunity to work on individual and cooperative group projects.  Students are offered a wide range of student-centered activities, from guided to open-ended, with options for short and long-term inquiry assignments.  
VI.  Methods of Assessment

A.  Formative Assessment:

Type one and type two writing assignments
Worksheets 
Think-Pair Share

Discussion participation
Cooperative group participation

Homework and daily assignments

B.  Summative Assessment:

Individual and group projects

Unit tests and review activities

Formal writing assignments
Practice ACT prompts and exercises
C.  MYP Assessment:

MYP Prescribed Assessments
Prescribed minimum tasks

To meet the required number of judgments against each criterion, the following pieces of work must be submitted in each folder.
One essay (literary, argumentative, persuasive or analytical piece of writing) of 500–1,000 words or 600–1,200 Chinese characters in length

and

One piece of creative writing (for example, poetry, short story, dramatic scene, pastiche) of a maximum of 1,000 words or 1,200 Chinese characters, plus an optional rationale of a maximum of 300 words or 360 Chinese characters

and

One response to literature

• Response to literature option A: a written personal response, demonstrating the student’s ability to approach work in an independent fashion, of 500–1,000 words or 600–1,200 Chinese characters in length

or

• Response to literature option B: an oral personal response, demonstrating the student’s ability to approach work in an independent fashion, of 3–5 minutes in length. Only individual oral tasks (no group work) may be submitted. Please also refer to the important notes for oral work below.
VII.  Internationalism
As students study literature in translation they will be exposed to the culture and history of the country of origin.
The Necklace by Guy DeMaupassant. Students will learn about French culture. 
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare. Students will learn about 14th century Verona as well as Elizabethan England.
The Odyssey by Homer: Students will learn about the ancient greek culture, geography, and people.
Vietnam from a Distance Baby Boomer Headquarters: explains the US involvement in Vietnam and makes comparisons to US involvement in the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Pirates of the Mediterranean by Robert Harris: exposes students to the problem of piracy complicating world diplomacy and the human condition. 
