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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES  

·         AP Chemistry  is designed to be the equivalent of a first year college general chemistry course 
and follows the College Board’s AP Chemistry syllabus. As such, the course is suitable only for high 
school students who exhibit high levels of commitment, motivation and academic maturity. This course 
presents a rigorous treatment of the following concepts: the nature of matter, gas laws, 
thermodynamics, stoichiometry, bonding, chemical kinetics, chemical equilibria, and more. This course 
requires the successful completion of general chemistry and Algebra. Any exceptions must receive 
prior approval from the teacher. Students are expected to be motivated and spend extra time studying 
outside of class. The problem-solving strategies obtained during this course will prepare college-
bound students for careers in the sciences, medicine, engineering, and other technical areas.  

BASIC INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS  

·         Text: Chemistry, 5th ed. Zumdahl, Zumdahl (2000). Students will be issued a book for home 
use.   

SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS   

·         Kits: Molecular Modeling Kits 

·         Laboratory Equipment and Chemicals: supplies necessary for laboratories provided by teacher.  

SUPPLIES REQUIRED BY STUDENTS  

·         Calculator: scientific or graphing. Basic calculators are not acceptable. Calculators on cell 
phones, PDAs and other electronic devices are not acceptable. Students must have calculators with 
them on a daily basis.  

·         Composition Notebook: lined or quadrille acceptable. Loose leaf not acceptable for laboratory 
use. Required daily. 

·         3 Ring Binder: Required daily. 

·         Writing Utensils: pen or pencil acceptable. Pencil preferred. Required daily. 

·         Highlighters: optional 

·         Color Pencils, Markers and/or Crayons: optional 

·         Hole Punch: optional.  

·         Whilst not an absolute requirement, it is very strongly recommended that students invest in one 
of the AP Chemistry course preparation books currently on the market. There are several available 
and each student should peruse the titles and select one based upon personal preference. It is not a 
good idea to wait until two weeks before the examination to purchase the book, buy it at the beginning 
of the course and use it regularly throughout the year. Four examples of such books are: 

o        Barron's How to Prepare for the AP Chemistry Examination by Neil D. Jespersen 
Publisher: Barron’s Educational Series; ISBN: 0764120220; 3rd Edition (April 2003) 



o        Cliffs AP Chemistry (Cliffs Advanced Placement) by Gary S. Thorpe 

Publisher: John Wiley & Sons; ISBN: 076458684X; 3rd edition (March 2001) 

o        5 Steps to a 5: AP Chemistry by John Moore and Richard Langley 

Publisher: McGraw-Hill; ISBN: 0071412751; 1 edition (December 2003) 

o        Kaplan’s AP Chemistry, 2006 Edition by David Wilson 

Publisher: Simon & Schuster; ISBN: 0743265769 (January 2006)  

HOMEWORK POLICY  

·         Homework is a constructive tool in the learning process when geared to the needs and abilities 
of students. Purposeful assignments will not only enhance student achievement but also develop self-
discipline and associated good working habits. Homework will be planned and organized; will be 
purposeful to the students; and will be evaluated and returned to students in a timely manner. 
Successful homework completion and study will enable students to master chemical principles and to 
develop powerful problem-solving skills. 

·         Homework may be assigned for one or more of the following purposes: 

o        Practice -- to help students to master specific skills which have been presented in class; 

o        Preparation -- to help students gain the maximum benefits from future lessons; 

o        Extension -- to provide students with opportunities to transfer specific skills or concepts to new 
situations; and 

o        Creativity -- to require students to integrate many skills and concepts in order to produce original 
responses. 

·         It is assumed that students will spend at least five hours a week in unsupervised individual 
study. 

·         You should keep a portfolio of all returned assignments until after the semester grade is issued. 
This is your evidence to refute any errors that may arise in evaluating your grade for the class. Please 
contact me as soon as possible if you suspect errors in your grade. 

CLASS ASSESSMENTS 

Students will receive assessments in the form of quizzes, tests, projects, lab write-ups, etc. 

In addition to the above described assessments, a comprehensive final exam will be administered at 
the close of each semester. 

While not required, it is STRONGLY RECOMMENDED that each student commit his/her self to taking 
the AP examination in May 2011 

GRADING POLICY 

Grades are based upon total points 

100 points   tests 

75 points    quizzes and labs 

10-20 points               assignments 

 

 Grade Distribution 

93.0-100.0% A 77.0-79.9% C+ A grade of “I” will not be issued to students who simply have  
90.0-92.9% A- 73.0-76.9% C missing assignments. A grade of “I” will only be issued under 



87.0-89.9% B+ 70.0-72.9% C- the following circumstances: 
83.0-86.9% B 67.0-69.9% D+ · A major medical condition arises which prohibits the student  
80.0-82.9% B- 60.0-66.9% D   from completing significant work during the grading period 
    <60.0% F · A student has an unanticipated, yet excused, absence from    
           the semester final exam 
        · Special situations as approved by the principal 

 
 LATE WORK POLICY 

·         Late work will receive a 25% reduction for each school day the assignment is late after the 
accepted due date. 

·         Late work will not be accepted after the completion of a unit. This means no late work accepted 
after the administration of a unit test. 

MAKE UP POLICY 

Illness/Unforeseen Event 

·         If you are absent due to illness or some other unforeseen event, you will receive one day to 
make up missing assignments (homework, tests, quizzes, labs) for each day you have missed. (i.e. if 
you are sick for two days, you have two school days to make up missing assignments until you are 
caught up.) 

·         Any additional days past those given to make up assignments, will be treated the same as late 
work (see Late Work Policy above). 

·         If you are sick for more than one day, you should call the school and get a homework 
request from all of your teachers. 

·         Please talk to me the day of your return in order to receive your missing assignments. 

Other Absences 

·         Vacations, Sporting Events, Field Trips and other Absences that require a pre-trip authorization, 
are not included as absences subject to the Make Up Policy. All missing assignments work must be 
submitted the day upon return, or it will be subject to the Late Work Policy. 

·         Tests or Quizzes missed while absent must be made up within two days of return. 

·         If you miss an assignment that is based upon classroom participation, you may not be able to 
make this up. If this is the case, please talk to me about it. 

Labs Missed While Absent 

·         Most labs can be made up upon return. Some labs, however, cannot be made up if you are 
absent. If this is the case, you will receive an alternate assignment that you must do in order to receive 
an excused grade for a lab. 

 

TARDIES 

·         Tardiness is an undesirable behavior in all academic settings. Students are expected to be in 
their seats before the bell rings and ready to learn. 

·         Consequences of being tardy may be the forfeiture of taking a quiz or receiving other 
assignments given at the beginning of class. 

·         Other consequences of being tardy will be established by each individual class. 

HALL PASSES 



·         Hall Passes may be used to get a drink of water or to go use the restroom. It is recommended 
that you only use them in dire emergencies. 

·         You are permitted two passes per quarter. Once your two passes are used, any additional hall 
passes require a deduction in your participation grade. 

LABS 

·         Labs provide students with hands-on learning and can be very enjoyable. 

·         I will not tolerate any inappropriate behavior in the lab. 

·         Behavior that endangers the safety of others will not be tolerated. 

·         Intentional damage to equipment will require replacement at your own cost. 

·         Lab Safety will be reviewed at the beginning of the semester.  Students will be required to sign a 
safety contract that must also be endorsed by their guardians. 

·         Serious violations or repeat offenses in the lab will result in a zero for all labs for the remainder 
of the quarter or semester as I deem appropriate. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

·         Cell phones may not be used in any way during the class period. If it is out or rings during my 
class, it is mine for the rest of the day. Upon the second offense, I will give your cell phone to Mr. 
Bruce for safe keeping until your parents/guardians talk to him about getting it back. 

·         Use of school computers and laptops is subject to school policy. 

·         Calculators are scientific/mathematic tools that can be very useful in the school setting. Games 
on calculators are, however, unacceptable. If I see games on your calculator in my class, I will clear 
the memory on your calculator. Repeat offenders will have their parents contacted. 

·         Apart from your calculator, no use of any other electronic devices in class will be permitted.  
This includes, but is not limited to: Gameboys (Original, Pocket, Color, Advance, Micro), Nintendo 
DSs, PSPs, iPods, mp3 players or other digital music/video devices, cassette players, CD players, 
portable DVD players, 8–track devices, record players, laptops, etc. Headphones must be put away as 
well. Your calculator is the one device to which you are limited. Hearing aids and pacemakers are also 
acceptable. 

FOOD/DRINK 

·         No food or drink is allowed by students in class, except during class sponsored activities (food 
labs, parties, etc.) 

·         Absolutely no food or drink is allowed in the lab. This includes water bottles and gum as well. 

GETTING HELP 

·         I’m usually available a half hour before and a half hour after school every day. 

·         If you cannot find me during these times, drop a note or write a message on the white board. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please try to contact me by any of the following means if you have any questions or unresolved 
issues: 

e-mail: ozard@mtcps.org 

__________________________________________________________________________
_________ 



Sign and return 

I have read and discussed the classroom procedures with my son/daughter, and understand the grading 
policy, classroom rules, assignment procedure, and other information provided on the syllabus. 
 
 
Student Signature:_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Parent Signature:__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Date:______________ 
 


