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March 4, 2021
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Due to the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. Department of Education

(USDE) announced it would offer states flexibility to federal requirements for the 2020-21 school

accountability and student assessments. The State of Michigan submitted a state waiver at the

end of January and are waiting to receive a response from the USDE. The State of Michigan

has advised districts and schools to continue to plan to administer Spring 2021 state

assessments.

As we await further guidance from the USDE and the State of Michigan, we wanted to share

what we know about spring 2021 state assessments. We will continue to communicate with you

as we move forward and have heard from MDE and USED regarding our state waiver.

Grade Level Assessment Content Area

3 - 7

● Michigan Student Test of Educational
Progress (M-STEP)

o The M-STEP will be given online and
will measure student knowledge of
Michigan’s high academic standards

● English Language Arts (ELA) and
Mathematics
* Grade 5 will also take the Science &

Social Studies assessments

8
● Pre-SAT (PSAT) - Preparation for

the SAT college entrance exam
given to high school juniors

● M-STEP

● PSAT - English Language Arts (ELA) &
Mathematics

● M-STEP – Science and Social Studies

9 & 10
● Pre-SAT (PSAT)

o Continued practice for SAT college
entrance exam

● PSAT - English Language Arts (ELA) &
Mathematics

11

● Michigan Merit Exam (MME)
o Free SAT college entrance exam
o M-Step
o WorkKeys

● SAT -  ELA and Mathematics
● M-STEP -  Science and Social Studies
● WorkKeys - work skills assessment
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Here are some additional resources for further information about state
assessments

• Education Assessment – What It Is, What It Means, and What It Offers
• What Parents Should Know About Assessments
• Student Testing – What Parents Can Do to Help Students Prepare

State Assessments Provide

● An important snapshot of student achievement at a state, district and building
level

● Valuable information to parents and teachers on their student’s academic
achievement

● Important data for schools and districts to evaluate curriculum and programming
effectiveness

● Comparable performance and growth trends over time at the state, district, and
building levels

Testing during the COVID-19 pandemic

At this time the State of Michigan has advised schools to plan to assess as many students as
possible, and as safely as possible, while following local and state COVID-19-related directives.
The spring state assessments are required to be given in-person, but testing will only occur if
state and local health orders and district policies for COVID-19 allow students and staff to safely
be in school buildings. Like so many other things this year, our protocols for conducting spring
state assessments will look different in order to protect the health and safety of our students and
teachers.

Here are some steps we have taken to keep students and staff safe during the tests:

● We added additional health safety procedures during the test including, limiting the
sharing of materials, cleaning materials when possible, ensuring adequate spacing
between students, increasing ventilation, and ensuring students and staff wash their
hands or use hand sanitizer before and after the test.

● The dates during which the test can be given have been extended by the Michigan
Department of Education, which gives us more flexibility to schedule the tests when it
is safe for students and staff, allow for additional social distancing, and provides more
time to make plans for the best health safety practices.

We will continue to monitor health data for our community and will make any other changes to
our spring state assessment plans necessary to keep our students, families, and staff safe.
Students will test following social distancing requirements and additional precautions will be in
place, such as keeping materials sanitized.
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2017_MDE_Assessment_System_What_it_is_flyer_663445_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/What_Parents_Should_Know_618061_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Student_Testing_What_Parents_Can_Do_to_Help_Students_Prepare_635046_7.pdf
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Below is a general testing schedule for this spring, however we will shared specific testing dates
for your child as we get closer to April.

Matthew Lucas | Principal, Seminole Academy
| 1500 Mulberry St. | Mount Clemens, MI 48043
phone: 586-461-3903 | fax: 586-469-7027
www.mtcps.org  
Mount Clemens Community Schools
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http://www.mtcps.org/
https://twitter.com/isd721
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